
The Grand-Duke Michael and His Children. The Seated Figure !s the Countess Nada Torby.

Hereditary Romantic Tendencies That Have Shown Them¬selves in Europe s Most Interesting Love Match.-Science
Watching for More Tendencies from the

Congo Slave Who
Was One of the
Noble Beauty's

Ancestors

THAT the romantic temperament
descends timu parent? to chil¬
dren is shown \>i> strongly by

the engagement of the beautiful young
Countess Nada Torbv, daughter of the
Grand Duke Michael of Russia, and
Prince George of Battenberg.

Both are descended from ancestors
¦who ha\e again and again defied the
rules and conventions of the royal caste.
Their own engagement has been a pure
love affair of the most romantic kind
from first to last.
^ But in this romance there is also an
element of the ::;sarre and <x*raordinary
that makes it different from anything
that ha? happened in European royalty.
The bride ha? a str nc strain of African
blood mixed with that o: . he Czar of
All tie Russias. She is a direct de¬
scendant of Peter the Great's black
slave Hannibal. Her d:? sug¬
gested in the remarkable tiackness of
her hair ar.d her heavy-lidd--. dark eyes

This descent casts a shadow
over the union, which therwise re¬
garded as *h* raov p ¦. . and inter¬
esting in ro-mopolltan high society.
Scientist; w:ii. watch its results with in¬
terest. ¦'*' <.

While the negro bloc i in the pedigree
of the Countess da'-.- ba<. ver two cen¬
turies. the possibility that it may reap-

'

pear at any time in her offspring is ad¬
mitted in scientific cir ies. Congenital
characteristics frequently skip a gener¬
ation or two. only to appear more em¬
phatically lower do«n in the line. As a
matter of fa'ct. it is seldom that a hered¬
itary characteristic is present in each
generation, nature's general practice be¬
ing rather to produce i: in alternate gen¬
erations, .and in this way the character¬
istic may persist for centuries.

It is a well-known fact that the pro-
trudfng lower jaw which has been a fa¬
cial characteristic of the Hapsburgs for
centuries fa:led u appear for several suc¬
cessive generations, but when it reap¬
peared ultm.ai"! was more pronounced
than ever The present King Alfonso of
Spain is a marked example of the Haps-
burg family idiosyncracy.

W"r.ile it has been argued that a child
with negio tlood in its veins can never
be darker than the total negroid char¬
acteristics of its immediate parents, there
have been « ase. which would stem to
cast a do;: - the universal application
of this th- Indeed, a very interesting
play Ti.f I'riflf of Ka< e

'

was founded
upon this ver> intricate point, and has
created eonsidei ....nle discussion in scien¬
tific circles
The lit ? ( ( father, the Grand

Duke Mi'i.'.el, ecus in of the Czar of
Russia, n.arr.- i his wife. Countess
Sophie Tor: i.xpr ss defiance of the
orders of t. (,/ar Alexander III., a
most ngor< . nit. r.it iietause he in¬
sisted on n r.nthe girl of hiw choice
be was deprive', of ail his honors, mill-
tary rank his va . property, and
banished . -ia.

His own ti,.. iarr* Grand DukeMichael, <. .. o ::. -ii and cut himoff for a t. ih'.-n. v. ton he marriedin spite of :. ..j them, the imperialfamily tried ; induce luni to abandonbis wife l>y oftering to r'--tore his in¬come and honors in itus: .a if he would

do so. Every attempt was in vain. He
was true to love.
The Countess Torby herself was of ex-

traordinarily romantic descent. Herfather was Prince Nicholas of Nassauwho. in his day. defied royal authority bv
contracting a morganatic marriage with,he daughter of the great Russian poe'Pushkin, who was himself a grandsonji Peter the Great's
black Siave Hanni*
bal.

Merely to outline
:he inherited strain
of romance in¬
volved in the new-

ly announced en¬
gagement, it may
be stated that
Prince George of
Battenberg is the

of Prince Louie
01 Batten berg,
whose grandfather.
Prince Alexander
of Hesse, member
of an important
reigning family,
contracted a mor¬

ganatic marriage
with a non royal
woman. The Bat-
tenbergs, although
they enjoy the title
oi' "Prince," have-
no standing among
royalties at t h e
various German
courts. In spite of
this, Prince Louis
married his cousin,
the Princess Vic¬
toria of Hesse, sis¬
ter of the Czarina
of Russia The
Princess by this
marriage >o ' !.<..-
status as a member
of a reigning lam-
ily.

It is evident (hat the Battenbergs pos¬
sess a most attractive personality, Quite
exceptional among royalties and this
is clearly traceable to the non-royal
woman, of great beauty, charm and
magnificent physique, Prince Alexander
of Hesse married in a past generation.
Prince Louis showed iiis natural gifts,
not only by winning hi» royal wife, but
by rising to the highest position in the
British navy in spite of a strong preju¬
dice among the British ruling classes
against a person of German descent. The
only factor in favor of ihe Battenberga
in England was old Queen Victoria's
friendship.
Prime Louis's brother, Prince Henry

of Battenberg, married Queen Victoria's
youngest daughter, Princess Beatrice,
and this was certainly a love match.
Prince Henry was the object of so much
dislike and criticism in KngliBh society
that in order to escape it he hastened
off on an obscure military expedition in
Africa anH lost his life The Battenberg
finalities were displayed in another way
when this Prince Henry's daughter.
Princess Victoria, was chosen, because of
her vigorous physique, as tha most likely
person to furnish a sound progeny to
the. throne of Spain.

Prince (Untrue <>f FistUfcnbvri!, WhoWill \\ ed ( ount«*f>.
I or by.

J'riu'f- t- <;> Ij'»«-?* <.¦)'< »
now a junior offiMr lo iw.y.tu i^avy,without fort >:(<«., r;<)Kf»» ./>regain Korrio !)<<. j/OsitS'/r* )o ^Jhierarchy hi*. Imitliy hfc'l low*, 0>t so t;<v

f..oru vvHire Stvoif f>i V-

A Striking Scene from "The Pride of Race".a PlayRecently ftiven in Which the Same Shadow That
Han^s Over the Beautiful Countess Fell

I'pon the Unhappy Wife.

< ui (hn young CountessTorby he has ron!l\ thrown away his/.'haucftt:. 'i he wrr-KMil Czar, though not
too bin<-r against his cousin as his father
v/&k, iiffiiHi'fr to :i<cord his family anyposition al <;ourl.

it 1« only hor.fBKary to look at thef.'ounu-KH Nada Torhy to understand thatVr\u<A- wanted her for herself»Ioue. Hh»; 1« a hcuuly of the most en-1 rhu< lny. type. :¦>!.. hus largo, dark eyes,thud'-'l by Ion if lahes. A sensitive and
i< y moul<l<<| faco, a very winning<-> ;/f« twUm and a iiihbr of black hair.V/l4)1 a J! h'rf '-harms she is simple and;»,atfM><<j Tin; (irand Duke has livedv.th ./),-. farjilly for many years at anV.ukMfch u.«- » ailed Keole Hall, and he

&nd Ii'»y. 'hli'Jrni have mingled freely¦4won?. »h<* p«oplo of the neighborhood.'I he (irtiwi IniUr- !» a member of thel/ji aj Hoars} of (education. Ho is known
10 until i A murii'ii mh, with whom he has

jsoIf In a perfectly democratic way
ka/ Ji; MtKhtB Rcoerved.

years oetnre she was his wife and was
crowned as Czarina.

Hannibal was ennobled; he died rich
and renowned, and among his descend¬
ants in Russia was the greatest poet of
the Muscovites. Pushkin, whose monu¬
ment in Petrngrad is as prominent asthat of any Czar. The poet's daughter
was one of the loveliest women in the
empire, and when she was in her teens
she was married, under thr sponsorshipof Alexander II., to a distinguished man
of the court. But she was not contentedwith any ordinary mating. Her ownmother had had a desperate love affairwith a gentleman not her husband, which
had cost Russia the life of its poet.Pushkin had been killed in a duel with
his own brother-in-law on account, of
Mme. Pushkin's breaking away from the
conventional matrimonial restrictions.
Her daughter did the same, and elopedwith Prince Nicholas of Nassau, youngerbrother of the Grand Duke of Luxem-
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The Beautiful Countess Xada Torby.Daughter of
the Grand Duke Michael of Russia and De¬

scendant of Hannibal, Peter the
Great's Black Slave.

The spirit of ro¬
mance "began to
fashion young
Countess Torbv's
nature centuries
ago. The Czar Peter
the Great received
from the Sultan of
Turkey a magnifi¬
cent negro slave,
the famous Hanni¬
bal, gifted with
6uch extraordinary
intelligence that
his energetic Czar,
who cared nothing
about a man or a
woman's birth, pro¬
moted Hannibal un¬
til he became a
General in the Rus¬
sian army. It was
not such au un¬

usual thing for
Peter to do. His
Czarina., who
reigned after his
death and who is
an ancestress of all
succeeding Czars,
was also presented
to him as a gift
from an apprecia¬
tive friend, and she
was his "hand¬
maid" for many

bourg. Thcv went to the Riviera to live
and two children were born to them, a
son and a daughter, before the Czar
would allow Pushkin's daughter a
divorce from her Russian husband 60
that her princely lover could marry her.

Prince Nicholas was royal, his wife
was not. There could then be only a

morganatic alliance. The wife was
created Countess of Merc-nherg by her
brother-in-law, the Grand Duke of Lux¬
embourg, and when her children grew up
they had all the advantages of wealth
and position. The daughter inherited the
wonderful good looks of her mother, and
when the Grand Duke Michael Mich&ilo-
vitch, grandson of Czar Nicholas I., saw
her on the Riviera, he was determined to
marry her, whatever the cost.
He did bo, at the co6t of incurring the

angor of Alexander III. and Nicholas II.,
who successively forbade him ever to set
foot again In Russia.
The Grand Duke Michael Is Incurably

romantic. Not content with defying the
Czar of Russia for the sake of love, he
has recently written a novel in English
called "Never Say Die." i.« which he re¬
lates the adventures of a young prince
who finds hims-elf in conflict with
royal marriage conventions. The hero
of the story is described as a German
prince, but it is evident that his ad¬
ventures are suggested by those of the
Grand Duke himself.

It is said the present Czar was
more offended by this book than by the
Grand Duke's marriage, which occurred
bWore Nicholas ascended the throne.

It thus seems that hereditary tend¬
encies in both the Countess Nada and
Prince George of Battenberg combine to
make them disregard conventions and
make them obey their natural emotional
impulses.
A human organism whleh responds

strongly to the call of love and thrusts
aside artificial and despotic restrictions
is of the highest value to the race.
Many scientific eugenists have become
convinced that we shall attain eugenic
ideals better by encouraging such types
than by attempting to control marriage
scientifically.
But will the African strain mar tbi*

mingling of fine Caucasian type**


